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An Analysis and Review of the Evolution of the Probative Value of
Oath in the Criminal Code of Iran
Adel Sarikhani'

Roghayeh Masteri Farahani®
Abstract
In the Iranian Criminal law, oath as evidence to prove crimes has undergone
an extensive evolution.
Before the Revolution, oath was limited exclusively to criminalization of
false oath in civil actions.
After the Revolution and before the ratification of the Islamic Penal Code of
2013, it was solely recognized as a means of dismissal or proof of retaliation
and blood money and was codified in different provisions in a scattered
manner.
However, enactment of the aforementioned Act led to significant changes
regarding the role of oath as evidence to prove crimes.
This article examines and analyzes the evolution in the probative value of
oath in Iranian criminal law.
Studies show that the role of oath as evidence for crimes during the history
of Iranian legislation before the Revolution and the adoption of the General
Penal Code from 1304 until 2013 has undergone many changes and
experienced has witnessed much development.
The restricted role of oath before the Revolution to the field of
criminalization of false oath has expanded after the Revolution by its role in
dismissing or proving the case for retaliation, payment of blood money,
arsh, and damages caused by a crime according to an Act passed in 2013.
In the Islamic Penal Code of 2013 for the first time, criminal evidence was
codified independently in one section and ten articles were dedicated to the
oath.By examining the ten innovative articles passed by the legislator, the
conditions governing the oath were recognized and scrutinized for the first
time.

KeyWords: Oath, Evidence, Probative value, Criminal laws.
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